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EDUCATION

Ph.D. Social Work
The University of Texas at Arlington, 2013

Master of Science in Social Work
Baylor University, 2009

Bachelor of Science
Shorter University, 2006

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Fall 2022- Present, Associate Professor, East Texas A & M University
Fall 2021- Fall 2024, MSW Director & Advisor, Texas A &M University-Commerce
Fall 2015 — Summer 2022, Assistant Professor, Texas A &M University-Commerce

Fall 2014 - Summer 2015, Ad-Interim Assistant Professor, Texas A &M University-
Commerce

August 2012 - Dec. 2013, Adjunct Instructor, The University of Texas at Arlington



PUBLICATIONS

List significant professional publications relevant to the academic positions held,
including full citation data for each entry. (APA style preferred).

Knox, A.W. & Brownell, G. (2025). Coordinating social services for refugees: Improving
integration outcomes through culturally competent practice. Journal of Social
Work and Social Welfare Policy. DOI: https://doi.org/10.33790/jswwp1100154

Adekola, P.O., Cirella, G.T. & Brownell, G. Reintegration (2024).Programs and the
Willingness of Displaced Persons to Return Home: Analyzing the Role of Social
Infrastructure in North-East
Nigeria. Int. Migration & Integration (25), 1351-1380.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12134-024-01128-x

Knox, A.W., and Brownell, G., (2023). Goals and Expectations of Refugees:
Perspectives of Social Service Providers. J Social Work Welfare Policy, 1(2):
103. doi:https://doi.org/10.33790/jswwp1100103

Brownell. G. “Drug and Alcohol Use Among Blacks: Mental Health Implications” in
Changing the Stigma’ of Mental Health Among African Americans: Moving from
Denial to acceptance, ed. Hendricks, L & Smith Dimitra IGI Global, 2023), 252-
283.

Adekola, P., Azuh,D., Amoo, E., Brownell, G., & Giuseppe Cirella (2022). Economic
Drivers of VoluntaryReturn among Conflict-Induced Internally Displaced Persons
in Nigeria Sustainability. 14(4), 2060https://doi.org/10.3390/su14042060 - 11

Smith, M., & Brownell, G. (2021). College students attitudes about SCD carrier
screening. Journal of Human Behavior in the Social Environment, doi:
10.1080/10911359.2021.1879703

Brownell, G., Mercado-Sierra, M., & Smith, M. (2020). Reintegration as a social
development strategy for Liberia's ex-child soldiers: Addressing structural
barriers. Social Development Issues Journal: International Consortium for Social
Development, 43(3). https://doi.org/10.3998/sdi.17872073.0042.304

Brownell, G. (2019). A phenomenological study of ex-child soldiers' perceived meaning
of reintegration in post-war Liberia. Journal of Human Behavior in the Social
Environment, 30(2), 173-190. https://doi.org/10.1080/10911359.2019.1665608

Adekola, P., Azuh, D., Amoo, E., & Brownell, G. (2019). Restoration of water supply in
post-conflict communities in Nigeria and sustainable reintegration. /International
Journal of Civil Engineering and Technology, 10(2). 191-201.
http://www.iaeme.coml/ijciet/issues.asp?JType=IJCIET&VType=10&IType=02
ISSN Print: 0976-6308 and ISSN Online: 0976-6316



Smith, M. & Gracie Brownell (2018). Knowledge, beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors
regarding sickle cell disease: Implications for prevention, Social Work in Public
Health, 33(5), 299-316. doi: 10.1080/19371918.2018.1469064

Brownell, G. & Basham, R. (2017). NGO strategy toward the reintegration of child
soldiers in Liberia, Africa: An online survey of services, roles, and activities.
International Social Work. 60(5), 1074-1086. 002087281770427. doi:
10.1177/0020872817704278.

Brownell, G. & Aguirre A. (2015). Experiences of former child soldiers in Africa: A
qualitative interpretive meta-synthesis. International Social Work, 60(2) 452-469.
doi: 10.1177/0020872815617994

Adorno, G., & Brownell, G. (2014). Understanding Quality-of-Life While Living with
Late-Stage Lung Cancer: An Exploratory Study. Journal of Social Work in End-
Of-Life & Palliative Care, 10(2), 127-148. doi:10.1080/15524256.2014.906372

Brownell, G., Moon, S., & Basham, R. (2012). Inadequate health literacy among elderly
immigrants: Characteristics, contributing, and service utilization factors. Journal
of Human Behaviour in the Social Environment, 22(7), 875-895.
doi:10.1080/10911359.2012.707930

Brownell, G. (2012). Review of the book: Do African children have rights? International
Social Work, 55(3), 429-432. https://doi-
org.proxy.tamuc.edu/10.1177/0020872811428923

Brownell, G. (2020, November). Social Work Education through a Liberian Feminist
Lens. Social Dialogue Magazine, 23, 39-42. https://www.iassw-
aiets.org/featured/5835-iassw-announces-the-release-of-social-dialogue-
magazine-23/
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